TOWN OF ROGTKLAND
Building Department

242 UNION STREET
ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 02370

TELEPHONE 781-871-0596 FAX 781-616-6824

NOTICE TO ALL PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL OWNERS
AS DIRECTED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

1. Building and Wiring Permits are required for all pool

installations.
2. Fence requirements for pools are as follows:

(a) Above-ground pool with a water design depth
greater than 24 inches shall be fenced with 4’
fence. (This includes on-ground inflatable pools
with circulating water systems or not)

(b) Above-ground pool 4’ deep or more shall have a
ladder enclosed with the pool entry ladder
system.

(¢) In-ground pools shall be fenced with 4° fence to
code.

3. Power supply + all wiring to comply w/current National +
+ Mass. Electrical Codes NFPA 70.

Note: All Swimming Pools are subject to _State Building Code
requirements of 780CMR, 6" Edition Chapterd, Section 421-A

BBRS Staff View.

Any questions please call the Town of Rockland Building Dept.
at 781-871-0596 ext #3.




TOWN OF ROCKIAND

Building Department

242 UNION STREET
ROCKLAND, MASSACHUSETTS 02370

TELEPHONE 781-871-0596 FAX 781-616-6824

REQUIREMENTS FOR POOL INSTALLATION

ANY PROPERTY OWNER OR POOL COMPANY INSTALLING A SWIMMING POOL SHALL OBTAIN THE
FOLLOWING PERMITS AND APPROVALS, AND SHALL SUPPLY THE DATA REQUESTED ACCORDING
TO THE MASS. STATE BUILDING CODE, THE ZONING BYLAWS, AND THE ROCKLAND
CONSERVATION COMMISSION™.

(1)* State law requires that any property owner planning to install either an
above-ground or in-ground pool, must go before the Conservation Commission i1if
they are within 100 feet of wetland. Forms for "Determination of
Applicability" from the Conservation Commission are avallable from the
Building Dept. All In-Ground Pools are subject to Conservation approval.

(2) When applying for a Building Permit, a plot plan must be submitted outling
the fellowing information: All pools have to be 5 feet from any lot line and
all existing buildings: 25 feet from the front property line.

{3) Fence requirements for pools are as follows:

(a) A-G + ON GROUND INFLATABLE w/a water design depth greater than 24
inches: SHALL BE FENCED WITH 4’ FENCE.

(b) Bbove-ground pool 4' deep or more: SHALL HAVE A LADDER THAT LOCKS UP
OR THAT IS REMOVABLE ENCLOSED WITH THE POOL ENTRY LADDER SYSTEM. (AS REQUIRED
BY MASS. STATE BLD. CODE.) )

{c) In-ground pocl: SHALL BE FENCED WITH 4'FENCE.-FENCE PERMIT MUST EE
FILED AT SAME TIME AS BUILDING PERMIT. STRUCTURAL DRAWING REQUIRED

(4) WIRING PERMITS ARE REQUIRED for installing filter systems and for
grounding. Applications are to be submitted to the Wiring Inspector when the
Building Permit is applied for. NOTE:See Wiring Inspector regarding all Pools
(new code regulations) '

(5) FEES: Building; $25 for the first $1,000 of est. cost plus
$12 for each add'l $1000 cr portion thereof
Wiring; $45 for Above-ground pocl
$60 for In-ground pool






wimming pools should atways be happy places.
Unfortunarely, sach vear thousands of American
families confront swirnming pool Tagedies—
drownings and near-drownings of young children,
These tragedies are preventable. This U.S. Consurner
Product Safery Cornmission (CPSC) handboek offers
guidelines for poc! barriers that can help prevent
most submersion incidents invalving voung chikdren.

This handbook is designed for use by cwners,
purchasers, and builders of residential pools, spas,
and hot mhs.

The swimming pool barmrier guidelines ars not a
CPSC sundard and are not mandatary requirements.
Therefore, the Commission does not endarse these
guidelines as the sole method to minimize pool

rownings of young children. The Commission
believes, however, that the safety features recom-
mended in this handbook will help make pools safer.
Publication of this handbocok is expected to promoie
pool safety awareness among owners, purchasers and
builders of swimming pools.

Some localities have ocorporated the guidelines
in this kandbook imo their building codes. Chack
with vour local authorities to see whether these
guidelines are included m your area’s building code
or in other regilations.
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The Swimming Pool Barrier Guidelines

How to Prevent a Child from
Getting OVER a Pool Barrier

ains the CPEC swimming pool barmer voung child can get Far a Sclid Barrier:

b illustrared descriprions of poo! barriers. over z pool bamjer if Mo indentations or protrusions
Defintiions of terms used tn the guidelines are provided 1 the bartier is too jow or | should be present, other than
- i the barrier has handholds or | nommal construction toler-
The defirition of paol includes spas and hot rubs; the fostholds for a clild ro use ances and Masonry joints.
swimming pool barier guidelines therefore apply io these when climbing.
structures as well as to conventional swhmming pools, The guidelines recom- ¥ - 7
mend that the top of a pooj | | |Jl [ t } l_Il | i
barrier be at least 48 inche T L T - T i
above grade, measured on the i 1 1
A successful pool barrier prevents side of the barrier which faces ! 7 ' T L ]
a child from getting OVER, away from the swimiming i : I : T '
UNDBER, or THROUGH and pool. -
keeps the child frem gaining
access to the pool except when ! 7y For a Barrier (Fence) Made
supervising adulis are present. . | Up of Horizontzl and
141 b | Vertical Members:

. [f the distance between the
48" | 18] wps of the horizontal mem-

|: ' bers is less than 45 inches, the
herizontal members should be
on the swimming poo! side of
the fence. The spacing of the
vertical members should not
exeeed 1-3/4 inches, This size
is based on the foot width of 2
voung child and is intended to
reduce the potenial fora
child to gain a foothold. If
there are any decorative cut-
outs in the fence, the space
within the cutouts should not
exceed ]-3/4 inches.
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Guidelines recommend
eliminating handholds and
footholds and minimizing the
size of openings in a barrier’s
constroction. 132",
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Heow to Prevent
a Child frem
Getting UNDER
2 Poot Barrier

How to Prevent a Child {rom Getting
THROUGH a Pool Barrier

tor any pool bartier, the
{ mavimum clezrance at
the bottom of the bamer

should not exceed 4 inches
above grade, when the meas-
urernent is dope on the side of
the barrier facing sway from
the pool.

)
E

Abgveground Pool with
Barrier en Top of Pool:

if an aboveground pool
has a barrier op the top of the
poot, the maximum vertical
clearance between the top of
the pool and the bottom of the
barrier should not exceed
4 inches.

reveming & child from

getting through a pool

barrier can be done by
restricting the sizes of open-
ings in a barrier and by using
self-closing and self-latching
gates.

Fo prevent a young child
from getting through 2 fence
or other bartizr, all openings

should be small encugh so that |

a 4-inch diameter sphere can-
not pass through. This size is
based on the head breadth and
chest deptr of a2 voung child.

Gates:

There are two kinds of
;ates which might be found on
residential property. Both
can play z part in the design of
& swimming pool barrier.

oy

O

Pedestrian Gates:

These are the gates peopie
walk through. Swimming pool
barriers should be equipped
with a gate or gates which
restrict access 1o the pool. 4
locking device should be
included in the gate design.
Gates should opzn out from
the pool and should be self-
closing and self-latching: 1f 3
gate is properly designed, even
if the gate is not completely
fatched, a voung child pushing
on the gate in order to enter
the poot area will at least close
the gate and may actually
engage the larch.

When the release macha-
nism of the seti-latching
device is Jess than 54 inches
from the bottom of the gate,
the release mechanism for the
gate should be at least 3 inches
below the top of the gale on
the side facing the pool.
Placing the release mechanism
af this height prevents a young
child from reaching over the
top of a gate and releasing the
latch.

e -i-l

Also, the gate and barrier
should have no opening
greater than 1/2 inch within
18 inches of the latch release
mechanism. This prevents a
veung child from reaching
through the gate and releasing
the latch.

Al Other Gates {Vehicle
Enirances, Ete.):

Other gates should be
eguipped with se}f-latehing
devices. The self~latching
devices should be instalied as
described for pedestrian gates,
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FEshe preceding explanations
LS. Consumer Product !
Comunissien’s pool |

fines were provided in ovder 1o make it

sasier for pool owners, purchasers,’
builders, techmcians and others to znder-
stand znd apply the guidelines them-
selves. Detailed guidelines follow.

Reading the following guidelines in con-

juncrion wizh the diegrams previoushy

provided may be especially hedpful, For
further information, cansult vour jocal
building department or code authority.

Barriers for Residential Swimming Pool,

Spas, and Hot Tubs

Apphication

The guidelines presented in this document
are ihtended 10 provide a means of protec-
ton against potential drownings ané near-
drownings to children under 5 years of
age by resiricting access w residential
swirnmming pools, spas, and hot wbs.

Defirnitions
Abevegreund/ongreund pool. Sze defi-
nition of swimming pool.

Barrien A fence, a wall, a building wall
or a combinstion thersof which complete-
ly surrounds the swimming pool and
obstructs access to the swimming pool.

Hot tub. See definition of swimming
pool.

Inground pool. See definition of swim-
ming pool.

Resideniial. That which is situated

on the premises of a detached one- or
wo-family dweliling or a one-family
townhouse not more than three stories in
height.

Spa, nenportable. See definition of
swimming pool.

Spa, pertable. A non-permanent siructure
intended for recreational bathing, in
which all controls, water- heating, and
water-circulating equipment are an inte-
gral part of the produci and which is cord-
cormected (not permanenily electrically
viired).

Swimming pool. Any structure

intended for swimming or recreational
vathing that contains water over 24 inches
deep. This includes inground, above-
ground, and onground swimming pools,
hot tubs. and spas.

Swimming poel, indoer. A swihnming
pool which is totally contained within a
structure @nd surrounded on all four sidss
by walls of said structure.

Swimming pool cutdeor. Any swim-
ming pool which is not an indoor pool.

Guidelines
Section L. Outdeor Swimming Pogl

An outdoor swimming pool, including an
inground, aboveground, or onground pool,
hot wbh, or spa, should be provided with a
barrter whicl complies with the
following:

1. The top of the barrier should be at Jeast
48 inches above grade measured on the
side of the barrier which faces away from
the swimming pool. The maxhnum verti-
cal clearance between grade and the bot-
tom of the barrier should be 4 inches
measured on the side of the barrier which
faces away from the swimming pool.
Where the top of the pool structure is
above grade, such as an aboveground
pool, the barrier may be at ground level,
such as the pool structure, or mounted on
top of the pool smructure. Where the barri-
er 18 mounted on top of the pool structure,
the maximum vertical clearance between
the top of the pool structure and the bot-
tom of the barrier should be 4 inches.

1. Openings in the barrier should not
alfow passage of a 4-inch diameter
sphere.

@

. Solid barriers, which do not have open-
ings, such us a masonry or stone wall,
should not contain indentations or protru-
sions except for normal construction tol-
erances and tooled mzsonry joints,
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Far j 7 Wrie!
°.S. Consumer D"ﬂd"ct §afcﬁ Commissien
Washingron, DLC. 26207

Web site: www.cpsc.gov

To report & product hazarc or a producr-retated in}un‘.
write 1o the 1.S. Consumer Product Safery Comumission,
Washington, D.C. 20207, or call the CPSC’s toil-free hotline
at 1-800-638-2772 or visit its website at
http:/fwww.cpse.gow.

A teletypewrner for the hearing and spcm\na impaired

is available on: 1-8043-638-8270

i domain. Therefore it may

duced, 1 ¢ in whole, witheut permission by an
individual or arganizatio I—’n wever, if it is “::p*oduccc the
Comprission would a;xprec:sf.e knowing how it 1s used.

Write the ULS, Consumer Product Safery Commission,
Crffice of Information and Public Affairs,

Washingion, D.C. 20207

TR Mty
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how (s enciasure will ook when |~ I
finfshed as shown above in figure 1. '
On the ié!!:'.v:ng page, in figure 2 it i .
iz showa wiih a A" frame ladder. 55 (56 |
Hske sure thal ygihave room lo INSIDE QF PCSTTO ||
peeperly insiah hisendosure before © INSIDE OF POST |
you procaed M you have quebtions -
piezse cnntact the dealer where you i ||
purchased this enclosure BEFORE
you go any lurther |
!

P . T e o
o  LADOER — }-/ _ o
\"H““.\ ““'\\ ;—-EJI I . / /’//
N — e
D ¥

| l 8 eeinmmvcenor USED Wiy
A A° FRAME LADDER. ONLY
USED WITH 4 DECK LADDER)

———\ 1| I\ eip posT

|| %
| “\
| I N\

a NOTE: SAFETY SIGN

IWARNINGI YOU MUST D -
INSTALL THIS ENCLOSURE ! _— : gAbJTsL g$ g;{-c; T0
PROPEALY FOR ITTO WORK _ DI b RED
EFFECTIVELY! lFQLLOW ALL PRy r ot 8Y THE LADDER. :
[INSTRUCTIONS

5) Level the groeund so ft is even wilh the bottomi of the pool.
The ground must be clear and-level in the area.

6] Mark the ground where ihe lour (4) posts will go. Figure 22
grves you the preper distances 10 place [he posts. Again, check

Ihal you have the correct dimensions and enough cear and level.

area 1o properly install the enclosure. Oig lour (4) holes that are
6" in diameler; and 20" deep.. Double check your distances when
you are done.

7) You are now ready lo do some partial assembly of the enclo-
sure. Look al the four () posts. Familiarize yourself wilh which
ones will go up against the pool or deck, and which ones will be
on either side of lhe gale  The Iwo (2) posts where the gate wil
go must be posilioned so IHal the gate will open QUTWARD,
away lrom Ihe ladder.  The gale must apen to the right. Piace
the post il the threaded holes for Lhe hinges on the right side
ol Ihe.cpening. _ '

8) Allach the rea: fence section, which is 48 1/2° (all x 36™ long,
lo the twa rear poslts, only il this is a deck ladder thal you will be
enclosing.

9) Aftach lhe sida fence sections, which are 517 lall x 65™ long,
lo the two rear posts, and e twa front posts.

10) Place Ine parlly assembled enclosure into the four(4) post
holes you dug out in step #8. Make sure afl dimensions sre as
in hgi:re A

11)- Attach lhe hinges lo the.post and gale with the pre-ihreaded
hotes

12) Now make sure that all the posts and fenca-are secursly
connected and (he mezsurements on your enclosure maich the
specifications in figure #2. Where necessary uss ropes and
stakes 1o hold the posts in plumb position. Your ladder enciosure
should be sitting in the four holes you dug, sat up and ready for

concrete.

"13) Fill the four holes with concrefe. Do not use concrele with

calcum chicride. Each hole will usz about 1/3rd cubic fool of
concrela.

14) Re-mea's'pre‘aj'l your posis and lence. Mzke sure it is al
level, square, and plumb. Dg this now, belor= the concrele
starls lo set.

15} Let the concrele set for 24 hours.

16) Mounl {he safety gravity latch,

17) Make sure that your gale can open and close easily. Make
sure-it is clear of any obstructions. Make sure ths laich works
propery, lhat it is closing securely. .
18) Using a phifips head scraw drver, adjust the hinges so that
lhe gate closes Secureiy on ifs own. This is dane by lightening
the philips head screws on (he ends of the hinges.

19) Fasten the Placard sign (o the lop edge of he gale using
sell lapping Tek screws. Regeat lhe pracess using (he saif
lapping Tek screws to artach lhe sige qf 1he placard (o the
edge of the gate {rama.
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Parts LIS&

| LATCH
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Cafion#1

Tes ?'CN POSI Lt?\t i
\2 T Plezse open all ol your cartons and * 2 lence sections 66" long
%éf/‘ L_ GA) . make sure you have all of lhe parts x 51" tal {sides)
) : Il ol |h * 1 lence sechon 367 lan
7 T uFtAVﬂY h /\ listed. If you e not havela 0 { e ¥ 48 172" taf [rea) 3
, ,\, /) LATCH LLATCH paris listed below STOP! Conlac! e secion 15,12
/ o oA FINGER the dealer where you purchased A x g;ﬁ?gﬁ’?’r onl) on
| | Tv ' this enclosure, and advise lhem N ‘
! Z 1K) Tk § 7~ placard sign
5 T | about whal is missing. Withcut all 3 s
i _@ / of lhe parls needed lo construcl B Carton #2
\_/" I Fﬂ . / lhis enclosure, il cannol funclion ‘= ' 1{ pos! 1h ou Sql{b?e 7}5]; long
TAPRPOSTS WWITH- ol WOOD SPAC‘.ER tonerly and salsl o ront, where gate latch vili 3itach
WOODSPACER i —— 12 THICK o Y o - :
TOGETRER BEFORE  Eio * 2;posts 1 1/2"s c_:luare 70" lan
ETHE = O3 (rpar corners, with extra siots?
E’OUR!N§ NCRETE | 1) / 2
SO THAY T SE38 b/ post 1 172" square 70 long
PROPERLY. —— / (iront, where gale hinge will anach)
. Figure 1A END _ * Inslructions
/ * 1 bag hardware
- 12 fence clips
\ X' - 6 lence posl caps
Figure 1 : - 2 resin hinges

wurcH 2y
GATE Ff ) !

- 1 gravily latch

- 1 gravity lateh finger
- 4 Tele Screws

- 12.#10 x 1/2 philips head screws
5 #8 philips head screws

- 8 10-24 x 5/8" machine screws

i~ MINIMUM TO BOTTOM
OF FENCE CHANNEL

FRONT
FENCE

‘MOTE; THE LATCH MUST BE AT LEAST 557 ABOVE THE
GAQUND OR ACCORDING TO LCEAL BUILDING CODE.

\

-MAKE SUREALL -
POSTSARE VERTICAL,
ANDALL FENCE
 SECTIONSARE
SQUARE. BEFORE

2) READ ALL THE WAY THROUGH THESE
DIRECTIQNS AT LEAST ONCE BEFORE
YOU COMF RACK TO STEP#4 AND START

HSTALL ATIOM
| .

3) Do notinstal (if already installzd, (emove)
your "A” frame salety lsdder or ground [o
deck lagder unlil you have compleled
installing your ladder anclosure

 ANOAFTER FOURING




How to Prevent
a Child from
Getting UNDER
a2 Pool Barrier

How to Prevent a Child from Getting
THROUGH a Pool Barrier

or any pool barrier, the
Frna};imum clearance at

the bottom of the bartier
should not exceed 4 inches
above grade, when the ieas-
urement is done on the side of
the barrier facing away from
the pool.

Aboveground Pool with
Barrier on Top of Pool:

if an aboveground pool
has a barrier on the top of the
pool, the maximum vertical
clearance between the top of
the pool and the bottom of the
barrier should not exceed
4 inches.

reventing a child from
P getting through a pool

barrier can be done by
restricting the sizes of open-
ings in a barrier and by using
self-closing and self-latching
gates.

To prevent a young child
from getting through a fence
or other barrier, all openings
should be small enough so that
a 4-inch diameter sphere can-
not pass through. This size is
based on the head breadth and
chest deptir of a young child.

Gates:

There are two kinds of
gates which might be found on
a residential property. Both
can play a part in the design of
a swimming pool barrier.

Pedestrian Gates:

These are the gates people
walk through. Swimming pool
barriers should be equipped
with a gdte or gates which
restrict access to the pool. A
locking device should be
included in the gate design.
Gates should open out from
the pool and should be self-
closing and self-latching. 1f a
gate is properly designed, even
if the gate is not completely
latched, a young child pushing
on the gate in order to enter
the pool area will at Jeast close
the gate and may actually
engage the latch.

When the release mecha-
nism of the setf-Jatching
device is less than 54 inches
from the bottom of the gate,
the release mechanism for the
gate should be at least 3 inches
below the top of the gate on
the side facing the pool.
Placing the release mechanism
at this height prevents a voung
child from reaching over the
top of a gate and releasing the
latch.

Also, the gate and barrier
should have no opening
greater than 1/2 inch within
18 inches of the latch release
mechanism, This prevents a
voung child from reaching
through the gate and releasing
the latch.

Al Other Gates (Vehicle
Enfrances, Ete.):

Other gates should be
equipped with self-latching
devices, The self-latchmyg
devices should be installed as
described {or pedestrian gates.



I the distance berwezu the
wops of the horizantal members
iz more than 475 inchey, the
horizontal members can be on
the side of the fence facing
away from the pool. The spac-
ing between vertical members
should not excesd 4 inches,
This size is based on the head
breadih and chest depth of &
voung child and is intendad 10
prevem: z child from passing
through an opening. Again, if
there are anv decorative
cutouts in the fence. the space
within the cutouts should not
exceed 1-3/4 inches.

T~ —>-'E4*}e—

| Far a Chain Link Fence:

The mesh size should not
exceed 1-1+4 inches sguare
. fastened at the 1op
ot bortom of the fence, are
used to reduce mesh openings
w0 no more than 1-374 inches.

uniess s

LA A P K K A KK X ¥ FS B

.,1Mﬂzﬂmuﬁkmham

For a Fence Made Up of
Diagonal Members
{Latticework}:

The maximum opening in
the lattice should not exceed
1-3/4 inches.
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| For Aboveground Pools:

Abaveground pools
should have hamiers. The poul
structure itself serves as a bar-
rier ar a barrier is mounted on
top of the pooi structure.

Then, therg are TWo possi-
bie ways to prevent young
children from climbing up into
an aboveground pool. The
steps or ladder can be designed
ic be sezured, locked or
removed 1 prevenl ascess, or
the steps or jadder can be sur-
rounded by a barrier such as
those described above.

i

IO

i




' Toddler’s death
| in pool called

‘traglc accident’

By SHAMUS McGILLICUDDY
‘The Patriot Ladger

An autopsy shows that the drown-
ing of an 8-month-old Plymouth girl
in her family’s swimming pool was an
accident; Plymouti County District
Attorney Timothy Cruz said. - :

The body of the girl was discovered
around 5:20 a1n. Sunday by her moth-
er, accordmg to police and firefight-
ers.

Police Capt. Michael Belmont said
the girl, identified by news reports as
Julie Parsons, woke up in the-early
morning and ‘went into her parent’s
bedroom. .

“They thought she went back to
bed,” Belmont said. . p

. Instead the toddler wandered out of
the house. on  Anawon Street and
somehow climbed into. her family’s
above—gmund swimming pool.

The pool is enclosed by a fence

“I dom’t know if a gate was left
open;” he said.

- Firefighters arrived within minutés-
of receiving a call from the girl’s par-
ents. - .

Fire - Capt: Robert Crone - said
paramedics tried fo revive her as they
took her to Jordan Hospital in Ply-

‘mouth. She-was pronounced dead on

her arrival.

Belmont called the drownmg a
tragic accident. :

District Attorney Cruz sald the
death was “not looking suspicious at
this pomt.” He said his office was
closing its case on the matter:

Attempts to reach the girl’s parents,
Ha.mld and Melinda Parsons were
unsuccessfal.

A woman standmg in front of the
family’s homie ordered a reportés to

. leave the neighborhood yesterday.

Shamus McGillicuddy may be'
reached at smcgzllzcuddy@-
ledger.com.




A EE yas ncpcbm In the moo_. too.’1 :ﬂm.imh no S
" one else arolnd, 3 -, . s b :
o] remember oEdE:% v::.._:m down Em &mc om

- ‘strawberries and cream. It was made of m_mmm. and I
Ea: t want it to break, I mnﬂmm.ama for help. Thad -
.my new baby strapped to my chest; jumping into .
the water was not a chioice. Iran to the end of the
pool where she ssm floating. How long could it have
* taken forme to cross those 32 feet? Three, maybe ;
four seconds? I can remember her hair, swirling so ,
. gently, so cmmﬁ_mc__s as shie bobbed In the water.
_Samumy, 1 thought, you've drowned while I cut up

‘the m:mécmimm E: 50 mca I'm 50, 50 SOITY. I'm 50 '

sorry. " . _ 3
. Jcame EoEE the corner of the mmmc EE and ,

; * , over the diving board. I strained out over the water,

. 1t - Rock was by then minning up along the ather side of

the pool. ] tugged a foot, then grabbed a shirt, and

lir that noment, ! knew. Before I had even pulled

her out of the pool, I knew by the clothing that it *

was not nty Sammy, It was 5-:5:9.05 Fae, Rock,

@—mﬁ..u.m o vards. As the | Ea\f..um%:c_ﬁmmm_n : ~ s
b . And then the thought I simp fb:.ﬁ orglve
i m@&n@mﬁﬂﬂh mm&w% ﬁmfﬁmocc mw“._ Mﬂwﬂﬂmﬂmﬂ_ﬂc« 7 { myselffor.1 thanked the sweet Lord in Heaven that o,
_n.m. c%?.wmﬁcw Yihen the pool would b “ V)l itwas notmy baby. Thank you, God, it's not Samuny.
Edm&. Tow? 291_ wnmmww..m% No o I turned Fae to face me. Hereyes were wide )
\Ham n@.u.imm u_m—mmm Y :Em an stressful wmnmcm =) open, She began to howl. I hanrded her to herdad. I’
wnw. rcmrE_P wncommrmn a EmEu 8 amnn: Ewn iy sat down on the diving board. I started to cry, too. .
. Iae vomited pool water and cried for a good long

fevenlng: mma...ﬁ due {o be out of town for the rest of

A

:_.:.w ,.. thme. :%E clear ME” she sa__:.._ be mEM M___m_rmc
. gotten the scare of her young life, as ha the - s
swﬁhnﬂw%wﬂfummﬂ% A . “+ - adults. The siblings gathered around, yuestioning,
. mgécmﬂ_m._ w: . worrylng the detalis, My oldest, then 7, had burst
N [rito tears, at the sight of e, so upset, so unraveled.
As1have read about recent drownings, it all
bappened so quickly. We pieced it together after the
fact: All the adults thought someone else was watch-
.7} ing, and Fae followéd an errant ball into the pool
<" yard, and then into the pool, undetected, No one”
had heard go much as a splash, We love our children
W so much. And we let this happen.
y
]

1 awn a spiritual person. I think I was nudged to

{1 deliver the dessert In time to save a life. Others may’
make of that what they will. In my mind, there were
three or four seconds three years ago when I had
lost a. daughter. There wag a terrible, selfish thought
1 cannot erase. I learned a lesson I will never forget.
We were all spared a tragedy. ‘We SE be ever vigi- S
lant with pool safety. : LS
; Other families last weekend were not spared a :
S w tragedy. I'm so sorry. I'm so, 50 sorry. I'm so sorry.

we
Col

through the gate to the pool, . ;
B mmc_m. e _..:.m %—N_Emmmi?_ﬂwwmm_ | Mary Trvalil lives in Arlington. .
b L .

.—_ ,.
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