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Tonightõs Agenda

ÅIntroduction to the Rockland Open Space and 
Recreation Plan

ÅOverview of Rocklandõs demographics, land use, 
and open space and recreation features

ÅDiscussion of the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats at the Townõs open 
space and recreation facilities

ÅDiscuss and prioritize goals for the plan

ÅNext steps



What is òOpen Space?ó

ÅConservation land, forested land, recreation land, 
agricultural land, corridor parks and amenities such as 
small parks, green buffers along roadways or any 
open area that is owned by an agency or organization 
dedicated to conservation.

-Open Space and Recreation Planners Workbook

ÅBut the term can mean many different things to 
different people!



Why an OSRP?

ÅAn Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) provides 
information about the community and what residents 
want to achieve in the next 7 years 

ÅOSRP helps encourage community protection and 
stewardship of these vital resources

ÅCompletion of OSRP makes municipality eligible to 
apply for State grants to acquire for conservation and 
improve land utilized for recreation

ÅRocklandõs previous plan was prepared in 2005



In 2030, Rockland will likely have a 
slightly smaller populationé

ÅLocal population declined 
about 1% from 2000-
2010.

ÅAn additional decrease in 
population between 
2010-2030 is projected 
at about 1-3%.

ÅIn the past 20 years, 
school enrollment has 
declined.
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éBut is projected to have a larger 
number of households.

ÅAlthough population is 
expected to decrease, 
the number of 
households is expected 
to grow 5-8%.

ÅAverage household size 
was 2.58 persons/ 
household in 2010 and is 
projected to decrease to 
2.45 in 2020 and 2.37 
in 2030.



Housing and household characteristics

Proportion of Single 

Family Homes

65%

Proportion of Owner-

Occupied Homes

86%

Proportion of Family 

Households

70%
Proportion of Housing Stock 

built between 1940-1999

80%

Population increase 1950-1960

46%
Reflected in development patterns



Park and Open Spaces in Rockland

ÅTotal land area of Rockland ς6,360 acres (6,476 
including water bodies)

Å1,404 acres of wetlands (22.7%)

Å356 acres of permanently protected land (5.5%)

Å1,190 acres in the 100-year floodplain (18.4%)

Å22 conservation parcels ς336 acres

Å7 parks/fields ς79 acres

ÅAdditional playgrounds and fields at school sites





Key Parks and Open Spaces 

ÅHartsuff Park
Å16.5 acres

ÅMulti-use including 
playground, trails, 
swimming, hiking



Key Parks and Open Spaces 

Å{ǘǳŘƭŜȅΩǎ tƻƴŘ 
ÅWater access

ÅFishing & boating

ÅRockland Golf Course
ÅPrivate fee-based golf 

course



Key Parks and Open Spaces 

ÅRockland Town Forest 
Å26.3 acres

ÅHiking 


